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to 4 of the STCW Code (incorporated by 
reference in § 10.103). 

(e) Document of continuity. (1) Appli-
cants for renewal who are unwilling or 
otherwise unable to meet the require-
ments of paragraph (d) of this section, 
including but not limited to the med-
ical and physical standards of § 10.215, 
drug tests, and TWIC, may apply for a 
document of continuity issued by the 
Coast Guard. Documents of continuity 
do not expire and are issued solely to 
maintain an individual’s eligibility for 
renewal. A document of continuity 
does not entitle an individual to serve 
as a merchant mariner. A holder of a 
document of continuity may obtain a 
properly endorsed, valid MMC at any 
time by satisfying the requirements for 
renewal as provided in paragraph (d). 

(2) Applications for a document of 
continuity must include: 

(i) The credential to be renewed. 
Upon written request, the Coast Guard 
will return the credential to the appli-
cant after it has been cancelled; and 

(ii) An application including a signed 
statement from the applicant attesting 
to an awareness of the limited purpose 
of the Document of Continuity, their 
inability to serve, and the require-
ments to obtain an MMC. 

(f) Administrative grace period. Except 
as provided herein, a credential may 
not be renewed more than 12 months 
after it has expired. To obtain a re- 
issuance of the credential, an applicant 
must comply with the requirements of 
paragraph (g) of this section. When an 
applicant’s credential expires during a 
time of service with the Armed Forces 
and there is no reasonable opportunity 
for renewal, including by mail, this pe-
riod may be extended. The period of 
military service following the date of 
expiration which precluded renewal 
may be added to the 12-month grace pe-
riod. The 12-month grace period and 
any extensions do not affect the expira-
tion date of the credential. A license, 
MMD, COR, STCW endorsement, MMC, 
and any endorsements thereon, are not 
valid for use after the expiration date. 

(g) Re-issuance of expired credentials. 
(1) Whenever an applicant applies for 
re-issuance of an endorsement as deck 
officer, engineer officer, or qualified 
rating more than 12 months after expi-
ration, instead of the requirements of 

paragraph (d)(8) of this section, the ap-
plicant must demonstrate continued 
professional knowledge by completing 
a course approved for this purpose, or 
by passing the complete examination. 
The examination may be oral-assisted 
if the expired credential was awarded 
on an oral exam. The fees set forth in 
§ 10.219 apply to these examinations. In 
the case of an expired radio officer’s 
endorsement, the endorsement may be 
issued upon presentation of a valid 
first or second-class radiotelegraph op-
erator license issued by the Federal 
Communications Commission. 

(2) An endorsement for chief purser, 
purser, senior assistant purser, junior 
assistant purser, hospital corpsman, 
marine physician assistant, medical 
doctor, or professional nurse that has 
been expired for more than 12 months 
shall be renewed in the same way as a 
current endorsement of that type. 
There are no additional requirements 
for re-issuing endorsements for chief 
purser, purser, senior assistant purser, 
junior assistant purser, hospital corps-
man, marine physician assistant, med-
ical doctor, or professional nurse that 
have been expired for more than 12 
months. 

[USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11216, Mar. 16, 2009, 
as amended by USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 39218, 
Aug. 6, 2009] 

§ 10.229 Issuance of duplicate mer-
chant mariner credentials. 

(a) Upon request and without exam-
ination, a mariner may be issued a du-
plicate credential after submitting an 
application with an affidavit describing 
the circumstances of the loss. The 
Coast Guard will only issue the dupli-
cate credential after confirming the 
validity of the mariner’s credential 
and, beginning April 15, 2009, the valid-
ity of the mariner’s TWIC. 

(b) The duplicate will have the same 
authority, wording, and expiration 
date as the lost credential. A duplicate 
credential will reference the serial 
number, type, place of issue, and date 
of issue of the replaced credential(s). 
The duplicate issued will be in the form 
of an MMC. Until April 15, 2014, if a 
mariner seeks a duplicate of more than 
one credential, the MMC issued will re-
flect endorsements for all credentials 
lost, and the expiration date will 
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match the earliest expiration date of 
the credentials lost. 

(c) If a person loses a credential by 
shipwreck or other casualty, a dupli-
cate will be issued free of charge. The 
term ‘‘other casualty’’ includes any 
damage to a ship caused by collision, 
explosion, tornado, wreck, flooding, 
beaching, grounding, or fire; or per-
sonal loss associated with a federally 
declared natural disaster. 

(d) If a person loses a credential by 
means other than those noted in para-
graph (c) of this section and applies for 
a duplicate, the appropriate fee set out 
in § 10.219 must be paid. 

(e) No application from an alien for a 
duplicate credential will be accepted 
unless the alien complies with the re-
quirements of § 10.221 of this part. 

(f) Applications for duplicate creden-
tials will not be subject to a criminal 
record review. 

§ 10.231 Requirements for raises of 
grade or new endorsements. 

(a) This section applies to applicants 
who already hold a valid credential and 
want to make the following trans-
action(s): 

(1) Add a new endorsement; or 
(2) Raise of grade of an existing en-

dorsement. 
(b) New endorsements or raises of 

grade of existing endorsements on an 
MMC under this section will not 
change the expiration date of the MMC 
unless the applicant renews all en-
dorsements that appear on the MMC 
under § 10.227 of this part. 

(c) A complete application for a new 
endorsement or raise of grade must 
contain the following: 

(1) A completed, signed application; 
(2) Beginning April 15, 2009, proof 

that the mariner holds a valid TWIC; 
(3) All supplementary materials re-

quired to show that the mariner meets 
the mandatory requirements for the 
new endorsement(s) sought; 

(i) The mandatory requirements for 
officer endorsements are contained in 
part 11 of this chapter and paragraph 
(d) of this section. 

(ii) The mandatory requirements for 
rating endorsements are contained in 
part 12 of this chapter. 

(iii) The mandatory requirements for 
tankerman rating endorsements are 
contained in part 13 of this chapter. 

(iv) The mandatory requirements for 
STCW endorsements are contained in 
parts 11 and 12 of this chapter and in 
the STCW Convention and Code (incor-
porated by reference, see § 10.103). 

(4) The appropriate fee as set forth in 
§ 10.219 of this part; 

(5) Any uncanceled MMD, MMC, li-
cense, STCW endorsement, or COR held 
by the applicant. If one or more of 
these credentials are still valid at the 
time of application, a photocopy— 
front, back, and all attachments—will 
satisfy this requirement. If the appli-
cant submits a photocopy, upon the 
issuance of the new MMC, the appli-
cant must surrender the old original 
credential to the Coast Guard. If re-
quested in writing at the time of sub-
mission, the old MMD, MMC, license, 
COR, or STCW endorsement may be re-
turned to the applicant after cancella-
tion; 

(6) Applicants for the following en-
dorsements must produce evidence of 
having passed a chemical test for dan-
gerous drugs or of qualifying for an ex-
emption from testing in § 16.220 of this 
subchapter: 

(i) Any officer endorsement; and 
(ii) The first endorsement as able 

seaman, lifeboatman, qualified member 
of the engine department, or 
tankerman. 

(7) An applicant for an endorsement 
where sea service is required must 
produce discharges or other documen-
tary evidence of service, indicating the 
name, tonnage, and horsepower of the 
vessels, dates of service, capacity in 
which the applicant served, and on 
what waters; 

(8) Applicants who have not sub-
mitted evidence within the past three 
years that they have passed all applica-
ble vision, hearing, medical, and/or 
physical exams required in § 10.215 for 
the particular endorsement sought 
must submit proof, on a Coast Guard- 
approved form, that the applicant has 
passed those medical/physical tests and 
exams; and 

(9) Consent to a Coast Guard check of 
the NDR for offenses described in sec-
tion 205(a)(3)(A) or (B) of the National 
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